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Great Turnout at Our National Conference!
49 Healthcare HR practitioners from Region 1 made their way to Phoenix for the 47th national ASHHRA conference. Preceding the conference was a day-long Chapter Leadership Workshop, where Barb Gabri, incoming Chapter President from Maine, and Christina Bradley Lynch, Chapter President from Vermont served as expert Chapter Leaders on two panels. They did our Region proud by sharing best practices and wowing the audience! During the conference we were entertained by outstanding keynote speakers including Henry Winkler and Chip Madera, did a lot of networking and were educated about all the latest laws, trends and accomplishments in HR.  Ken Proctor, Director of HR at Mayo Regional Hospital in Dover-Foxcroft, Maine won the MetLife scholarship for our Region and was awarded $1,500 to cover conference expenses. Over the next few years, the ASHHRA National Conference will be held in Denver, Washington, DC and Boston.
Awards!

Only three Chapters in the United States achieved ASHHRA’s Four Star Status – top honors for Chapter Management – and Maine was one of this year’s recipients, alongside Colorado and South Carolina!  Connecticut also made a submission for their Chapter and was awarded Honorable Mention for their efforts.  Next year we hope to see more New England States apply for Star Status, which offers the benefits of complimentary memberships to ASHHRA and cash awards.
Congratulations 2011 Individual Award Winners!
Anthony Solitro, Rhode Island – Outstanding Chapter Officer
Joanne McNaughton, Rhode Island – Outstanding Chapter Achievement

Robin Heald, Vermont – Outstanding Chapter Achievement

Christina Lynch, Vermont – Outstanding Chapter President

Tom Hagerstrom, Maine – Outstanding Chapter Officer

Check Out What’s New at ASHHRA
· ASHHRA’s e-learning network, with a customized online learning platform

· ASHHRA’s new HR Concierge, providing one-on-one consultation and project research for healthcare professionals
· A revamped and enhanced ASHHRA website – check it out!
There are many ASHHRA leadership opportunities at local and national levels – consider volunteering!

One of our Own in the HR Pulse

Have you read the Fall, 2011 issue of HR Pulse?  You’ll find an inspiring write-up highlighting Mike Paruta’s state-wide efforts in the area of workforce development and national Advocacy.  Mike is the Director of Workforce Development at Women & Infants Hospital of Rhode Island.  Way to go, Mike! You set the bar high.
Newport Wrap-up

A little rain didn’t dampen the spirits of ASHHRA Region 1 conference attendees in Newport! There was a large turnout, with high marks reported for venue, food, entertainment (does it get any better than an evening at Rosecliff Mansion?) and top notch educational sessions including keynote speaker Liz Jazwiec. Many thanks for a job well done by the dedicated team of conference planners!
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Kathy Kerr, Jeananne Goodhue, Barbara Arcangeli and Tish Devaney in Newport
Massachusetts Chapter Gaining Momentum!

Thanks to a few enthusiastic Massachusetts ASHHRA members and some good conversations at the National conference, we’re in the initial stages of re-forming a Boston area Massachusetts Chapter of ASHHRA!  Interested in joining and/or presenting an educational session? Send me an email at lisa.mcilwain@lchcare.org and stay tuned!
The New Hampshire Summit – Reaching New Heights
Mark your calendar! Plans are underway for our next Region 1 Conference.  From June 9 through 11, 2013 (yes, that’s 2013!) we’ll enjoy a great conference and beautiful vistas from New Hampshire’s Omni Mount Washington Hotel.  

Changing of the Guard
Beginning in January, 2012 Lisa Pratt will serve as your new ASHHRA Region 1 Consultant. Congratulations Lisa!  Lisa is currently the Chapter President for Rhode Island, and will succeed me with a two year term. Her enthusiasm, competence and leadership will take us far.
Thanks for a great year, everyone, and for all you do to support your HR community!

Lisa McIlwain

ASHHRA Region 1 Consultant

